





activities are pleasant memories that his
students treasure” according to the Bervalon.

After leaving the Berlin
Brothersvalley Schools in the fall of 1946, he
began his long tenure as Supervising
Principal of the Oil City Area Schools where
he served until his retirement in 1970.

He and his wife, Mildred Alice
(Seanor) Grumbling were active for many
years in numerous Oil City organizations.
Mildred and Virgil moved to Sun City,
Arizona in 1970 where they were again active
in many organizations as well as the First
Presbyterian Church. Virgil died on
September 12, 1976 at the age of 66 years.
He and Mildred raised two children: Dr. H.
Virgil, Jr. who lived in Litchfield Park,
Arizona and Susan Samonsky, who lived in
Ventura, California, They also had four
grandchildren.

Mildred Alice (Seanor) Grumbling,
Virgil’s widow, was born in Indiana County,
PA. She earned a Normal School Diploma in
1930 from Indiana State Teachers College
(now Indiana University of Pennsylvania) to
teach elementary education. While in college,
she met her future husband, H. Virgil
Grumbling. They were married March 12,
1932 Mildred was a devoted mother,
grandmother, church member at the First
Presbyterian Church of Sun City, the Aqua
Fria Chapter of the Daughters of American
Revolution and other Arizona organizations.

Mildred lived many years as a widow
following her husband’s passing. She died
on January 18, 2013 at the age of 102 years
in Sun City, Arizona. She and her husband
are interred in the Sunland Memorial Park, in
Sun City, Arizona.

SUPERVISING PRINCIPAL
H. VIRGIL GRUMBLING’S
MESSAGE TO BERLIN’S
SENIORS

(PRINTED IN THE 1944 BERVALON
YEARBOOK)

“Congratulations on your attainment,
young Americans. During these past twelve
years, while you have been striving toward
the goal, you have been building for life. I
trust your elementary and secondary
education has prepared you to meet bravely
the problems which lie ahead.

In the land of the free and the brave,
each individual may plan his own destiny.
Your life depends largely on what you make
it.

Each is given a bag of tools,

A shapeless mass, a book of rules;
And each must make, ere life is flown,
A stumbling block
Or a stepping stone.

- R. L Sharpe

[ am confident that you will do your
best whatever you are with whatever you
have, and it is my sincere wish that you may
find success and happiness.

H. VIRGIL GRUMBLING

During time when Mr. Grumbling was on
military leave EUGENE W. PUGH served
as ACTING SUPERVISING
PRINCIPAL.

By David R. Hay


















