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JUNE 9, 2015

SIXTH GRADERS AT BERLIN BROTHERSVALLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL
HONORED FOR ESSAYS BY THE BERL IN AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY!

Left to right: Colton Yeager, Carlyn Hay, Robert Schmucker of the Berlin
Area Historical Society, who presented the checks and award certificates, Kylie
DeArmitt, and Alexis Scott. Not pictured is Nathan Ogline.

Berlin Area Historical Society during the Middle School’s annual awards day

ceremonies on May 28, for essays written during their Pennsylvania History classes.
The sixth graders were required to write an essay on one of the subjects covered during the year in
their class. A panel of judges representing the historical society selected five essays that stood out
above the others and divided the $150.00 prize money five ways to the above pictured students. Bob
Schmucker, BAHS board member and past president, presented the awards during the school
assembly.

I ive sixth grade students at the Berlin Brothersvalley Middle School were honored by the



A RESEARCH VISIT FROM JANET

RAUPACH COWHER

»
@
A S

g
i
|

It was a pleasure to have Janet (Brant)
Raupach Cowher of State College and her
daughter Kathleen Raupach (wife of Jerry
Learn) visit us on June 1 and 3, 2015 in Janet’s
quest for research. It was a chance to catch up
with the lives of Janet and her family, who
enjoy spending time at the Mance area farm
where Janet grew up. It brought back many
special memories of times spent visiting with
her parents, the late John A. and Mabel Brant at
their farm house. Janet is a 1962 graduate of
BBHS. After the passing of her first husband,
Dale C. Raupach, also a native of Northampton
Township, Janet remarried David Cowher of
Pittsburgh, who is a graduate of the Chestnut
Ridge High School. Janet has been enjoying
genealogy and family history since she was a
teenager, following in the footsteps of her
mother, the late Mabel (Keefer) Brant.

GARY ESTNICK RECOVERING

FROM BROKEN HIP

We are happy to report that volunteer
and board member Gary Estnick is making
good progress in his physical recovery from a
broken hip sustained at his home on May 26.
He was working on a project of removing a
stump from his property when the accident
happened. We miss Gary’s volunteer services
at BAHS and are happy to hear that his
recovery is going well.

ADDITIONAL DONATIONS

Additional historical booklets
containing Somerset County history has been
donated by the family of Jeanme Merrill
Coleman. Larry and Susan Freeman
donated various BBHS memorabilia and some
historical materials from the late S. Garner
Pritz.
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OUR NEW LETTERHEAD
We have received a supply of new letterhead on which this page of the Curator’s
Report is being shared. The new emblem is a colored picture of the sign created by the late
Lee Donner that stands in front of our office and genealogy building.

A NEW CANON COPIER

A new Canon copier is now in operation in our business office to replace the older model that
served us for many years. The new copier was ordered through a special Quill promotional that ran
through the end of May. Volunteers Bob Platt and Stew Saylor unpacked the new piece of equipment
and got it running for us.

LAURA WITMER’S RECORDINGS OF BABY DELIVERIES!

Mary Louise Mowery donated records that the late Laura Witmer (registered nurse) kept
while assisting the late Dr. Irving Miller in baby deliveries from 1934 to 1948. The listing includes the
head of households where the babies were delivered. Through her long career, Mrs. Witmer delivered
793 babies in Somerset County. Laura assisted with 112 deliveries from 1930 to 1934 that are not
included in the records that have been donated.

Laura (Strickler) Witmer and the Rev. F. D. Witmer, pastor of Mt. Zion (Hay’s) Reformed
Charge were married on September 5, 1928 in Mt. Joy, PA. Their son, Richard Witmer is a 1947
graduate of Berlin Brothersvalley High School.

Mary Louise Mowery also donated collections of Memos and The Teller, a former publication
of the First National Bank, where she was a former employee. David McQuade and Alan Brick were
sent a letter of appreciation for auditing the books of BAHs. The Brotherton Pike Cemetery
Association has donated the cemetery’s April 2015 Plat map as well as updates in burials on the lots.
Bob Platt donated a DVD on the Platt/Hepler family as well as a video of the Life and Times of Mabel
(Platt) Hepler. Photos have been donated by R. Donald Williams and William Raupach. Trinity
United Church of Christ has donated a stage area.



RECEIVED FOR THE ENDOWMENT FUND

Bert and Dick Adams have presented BAHS with a donation of $50.00 toward our endowment
fund in memory of R. Wayne and Viola Suder.

In addition to the listing in the May 2015 Curator’s Report, two additional memorials to
Eleanor Brick have been received. Those include $250.00 from Somerset Rural Electric and $40.00
from Dr. Jeff and Carolyn Payne. A total of $1,080.00 has been given to the endowment fund in
memory of Eleanor Brick. This includes 16 different households. Included is Paul Jackson Coleman’s
contribution, which was given in memory of both Bob and Eleanor Brick.

MEMORIES FROM THE PAST!

A Virginia resident donated a scrapbook during primary election time that included the below
advertising card that the late Robert W. Hay, a former Brothersvalley Township farmer, used in 1951
when he was a candidate for Somerset County Commissioner.

JOHN MILLER AND GEOFFREY TOOLAND OF THE GLENCOE AREA

DOWN
MEMORY
LANE
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JON AND KAREN (LIVELY)
HUMMEL’S DONATIONS!

On the afternoon of June 3, 2015, Jon
Hummel of Blairsville visited BAHS to donate
a copy of Berlin’s 1937 Centennial booklet and
a six-pack of empty Coca Cola bottles since he
remembered the Coca Cola plant being in
operation during his earlier years of growing up
in the Berlin area. Both he and his wife Karen
were born in 1949. Jon was one of 18 children
born to Jacob S. and Ruth Tena (Hoyman)
Hummel. Jon reminisced about his parents and
siblings moving often. He recalled living in
Reon Darr’s rental for a short time before the

CAN YOU IDENTIFY THE
MYSTERY LOCATION
WHERE BOARD MEMBER
LARRY PRITTS IS
STANDING?
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family moved to the Gumbert farm house
between Hollywood and Pine Hill. Jon quit
school before graduating to join the service.
His branch of the Hummel family were from
Pittsburgh and weren’t related to the Hummel
family of Goodtown. One of Jon’s siblings is
Elizabeth, wife of Roger Caton, residing on
Broadway in Berlin. o

Karen (Lively) Hummel came to Berlin
to reside with her step-father and mother,
Melvin and Jessie Phillips, while they were
residing on Cumberland Street in Berlin. Later
they moved to the Roxbury area. Jon Hummel
served in Vietnam and worked awhile in
Somerset before settling in Blairsville.

n June 3, 2015, Kathy (Hay)

Grimm, volunteer, and Larry

Pritts, board member, joined
your curator in an interesting tour in the areas
covered by BAHS. Can you identify the
mystery location where Larry is standing for
this photo?

A NEW DEHUMIDIFIER

A new dehumidifier has been purchased
for the one-room Glades School.

WANT LIST: A picture of the late
John M. Glessner, former owner of the Berlin
Feed Company or any other photos associated
with that long-time Berlin enterprise. Roy and
Mary Naugle later purchased the business,
eventually building a new store for Naugle
Feed and Supply along the Berlin Plank Road.
Does any know if the two buildings where
Berlin Feed Company operated were built
especially for the feed company?

Once again we would like to thank our

volunteers for the many things they do to assist
in our daily operations.

DAVID R. HAY, CURATOR
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