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EDGAR RUPPALTFATHER'S DISPLAY CASE! 


ELMER C. ALTFATHER BESIDE NEW CHERRY DISPLAY CASE! 

During the afternoon of January 13, 2017, fonner BAHS board member 
Elmer C. Altfather placed on loan the above cherry display case. It features 
interesting memorabilia pertaining to the short life of his great uncle Edgar Rupp 
Altfather (born October 25, 1869 and died November 8, 1897.) Elmer created the 
display case to showcase various items pertaining to the life of Edgar Altfather. 
(See the story of Edgar's tragic accident at Ursina in this Curator's Report.) The 
new display case sits upon the glass showcase directly below the large picture of 
the Altfather Flour Mill that was presented some years ago by Elmer's brother and 
sister-in-law, the late Walter and Elaine Altfather. 

Included in the new display is a letter from Edgar to his brother John Calvin 
Altfather, just before his death, and an arithmetic school book used by Edgar and 
his cousin, William C. Dively. These items were passed on to Elmer from his 
brother Lewis Clay Altfather some years ago. This display case was constructed 
after Elmer copied the story of the tragic death of Edgar R. Altfather from the 
weekly edition of the Berlin Record, dated Friday, November 12,1897. 

Just before Elmer C. Altfather's grandfather John Calvin Altfather died, he 
passed on to Elmer Calvin Altfather, Edgar Rupp Altfather's double barrel mussel 
loader. The double barrel mussel loader, included in the display is believed to 
have been built by Edgar and his father, John Altfather. As Elmer worked on the 
project, he felt like he lived with Edgar R. Altfather during his short life. Both 
men grew up in the same fann house in different time periods. Building the case to 
display these historical items and placing it on loan at the Berlin Area Historical 
Society provided an interesting winter pastime for Elmer. 



THE TRAGIC DEATH OF EDGAR R. ALTFATHER 

ON NOVEMBER 8, 1897 AT THE AGE OF 28 YEARS 

DREADFUl: ACCIDEfi ' \~ AT URSINA, 
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NOTICE! 

Free Grain Slop r0 


All Farmers 

(fflvernment Experiments Prove 

It 18 Good for Cattle, Hogs,
Chickens 

F~~P!~!~~~E~~~HlC I 


Cash Paid 

~FOR­

1940 and '41 Cars 
1..vith low mileage. 

,East End Garage, 
W, JAY WALKER 

Phone • Berlin 2193 
Phone 2001 Berlin, Pa, 



AN EARLY MAY DAY CELEBRATION AT BERLIN HIGH SCHOOL 


Left to right: Nora Hoffman, Charlotte Stuck, Kathleen Griffith, 
Ruth Donner, Betty Donner, Sarah Levy, Sara Sanner, Charlotte Lane, 
Geraldine Johnson and Thelma Painter. 

This picture was donated by Emeline (Coleman) Diehl and originally 
belonged to her Grandma Elsie Mae (Long) 8eachley. 

Eggs for Hatching 
S. C. Mot tled Ancona ; pen headed 

by' 1st Cockerel at Pittsburg Expo. 
Show, January , 1915; fine strain; $1 
per setting of 15 eggs, $6 per hundred . 

S. C. Whit e Leghorn, pen headed 
by Barron Cock; price same. 

W. P. SHAW., 
BERLIN. PA. . 

White Wyandottes 
Regal and Fell strain eggs for 

hatch ing . 1st pe:l , $3.00 p~r15. 2nd 
pen, $2.00 p er 15. 3rd pen, $1.00 per 
15. 

Every bird in fir,t pen a show 
specimen. 

H. M. O'DELL, 
Box 37. l'rIacdonaldton , Pa. 

, APRIL 9, Ig!S 

Ullclaim~d Letters 
The following lette rs remain un­

ciaimed at the Berlin Post Office and 
unless calied for will be sent to the 
Dead Letter office: 

Mr. Shannon Da\'is , John Dnse, '\ 
Mrs. W..J. Friel , Miss Flora Myers, , 
Dr. Wm. Williams, John Walton, 
post card. F oreign , Da l Bon 
Gilacamo. 

In asking for above p lease say ' 'ad­
vert ised." One cent) postage due on 
each advertised letter d elivered . 

W. V. MARSHALL. Postmaster. 

Eggs tor Hatching I 
Buff Plynouth Rocks, Gold Nugget I 

strain . Price , 50c. for set ting of 15 i 
eggs or $:3.00 per 100. 

Also day-old <.:hicks E ordered in 
advance. 

STUART W. PRITZ, 

BERLIN. PA. 


Eggs for Hatching 
Thoroughbred. Brown Leghorns and I 

Barred Rocks. Also day-old chicks 
for sale. Prk e3 reasonable. ' 

J. WALLACE SUDER. 
Berlin, Pa. , R . D. 2. 

More Names for Honor Roll 
There will be 53 m r e nameS 

placed on the honor 1'011 erected by 
Harr y Fishel' Post American Le­
gion, making a total of 641 names. 
The added names ar e : J. William 
Shult z, H . M. Wilkow, Jr., Robert 
S , Brick, John 01'10 Walker, Clyde 
L. ·Imhoff, E. F. Meyers, H. R. Mey­
ers, C. P . Mostoller, Glenn Saylor, 

,L. C. WeaveJ.·, Mildred Brady, 
ICatherine Brady, E . E . Boyel', J. A, 
Collin , R. I. Lambert, P. R. Mil ­
11', Lewis !\IIostolleI', Clarence 

Lowry, C. L . Lowr y, E. L . Paul, 

F . C. Pile, W. , . Page, D. P. Rest­

ley, J . C. Zeig ler, L. J . Shaffer, 

R . L. Bittner , Harold Page, W . J . 
Naughton, Q. L. Maust, Al'thm' 
Holt, Georg e Holt, R. R, Bittner, 
H.. B. Allen. P. L. Wagner, D. W, 
Lamb-ert, A. J. Tokoly, P . R. Shang, 
Telford Bush, G. H. Hostetler, 
Homer Martz, William R. Zimmer­
man, Wilbur K. Kreimbrock, C. C. 
Norris, J. D. Weyant,C. L. Beale, 
B. E. Boyer, Fred Miller, Freeman 

'Miller, W. E. Whitaker. 
Samuel F. Buckman will place 

the names on the roster. There are ' 
four gold stars and two more will 
be placed. 



THE BERLIN COMMUNITY GROVE 


COPIED FROM A PICTURE LOANED BY LARRY PRITTS 

DONATIONS 

Suzanne Walker donated a collection of old newspapers, older editions of 
Memos and several historical booklets. Michael and Lisa Leslie have donated 
two school desk. Terry and Arlene Suder have donated a Red Rose Farm Feed 
Products Manuel, Shefford Cheese recipe booklet, and a variety of older 
advertising calendars from the Brotherton Garage, Salisbury Builders' Supply, 
Yoder's Country Market, Robert H. Suder - Building Contractor (1986), Tom 
Shannon, 2 Bingman's A/G Market, Harris Bakery, and Walter Piper & Sons. 
Terry and Arlene Suder also donated the August 14, 1873 framed wedding 
certificate with photos of Philip Benford and Julia E. Chorpenning as well as a 

5thframed Civil War Company K Pennsylvania Volunteers Heavy Artillery 
Soldier's Memorial that also lists the company officers (April 21, 1865) 

New life members are Martin and Emeline Diehl. They also donated 
miscellaneous items from the estate of Anna Belle Coleman-Bockes that 
include the Freindshof genealogy booklet authored by Anna M. Glessner. Darrell 
McClintock donated a photo of Berlin's graduating class of 1917. Hillcrest 
Grangers held their February 8, 2017 meeting in our genealogy building and 
toured our facilities. 



TWO CALENDARS (1953 AND 1954) OF SPANGLER 

TRACTOR AND EQUIPMENT COMPANY IN 


SHANKSVILLE DONATED BY LaVERNE COSLIC 


Spangler Tractor & Equipment Co. 
Spangler Tractor & Equipment Co. Shanksville, Pennsylvania 

Shanksvjlle, Pmmsylvania . Phone: Berlin 2144 

'\fA in SIr-ee! . Ph()Jw: U",·lin: 214-1 

OTHER DONATIONS 

Robert Metheney donated an early fire sticker and a fire department call 
card with the phone number 3030. Roland Fogle for the Berlin rOOF Cemetery 
Association donated an updated 2017 Berlin IOOF Cemetery map and booklet of 
persons buried in the cemetery. Placed on loan is the 1949 framed charter of 
the Somerset Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution (S.A.R.). 

The Estate of Anna Mae Weighley has donated the following items: 
An inventory for the Heritage Haus A Fletcher Bible 
Somerset County Home for the Aged Booklet (1964)) 

History of Boys' Basketball in Somerset County. 
A letter opener from National Bank of Western Pa. 
Issues of the Journal of the Alleghenies, the Casselman Chronicles, and 

Mountaineer Newspapers from Berlin Brothersvalley High School. 
Mileage Ration Coupons for Robert Johnson and Daniel Weighley, Sr. 

William Keller donated war ration books for buying savings bonds; 
Michael Ellenberger's Civil War Discharge paper; Constitution and By-laws of 
the Berlin Fife and Drum Corps (1949), and Lee V. Jones' World War II news 
clippings. 



Today's the day 
Today is Berl in Fife and Drum Corps Day in 
Berl in, ce lebrating the 200th ann iversary of 
the corps . Watching as Mayor Paul Saylor 
signs the proclamat ion are corps members 
(f rom left) Jim Darr , vice president ; Jim Stuck, 
AI Queer, C.W. A ltfather and John landis, 
" resident . Stuck, Q ueer and A ltfather all . 

THE FA1\UIX CIRCUS By Bil K eane 

~ 
~r 
\taW' 

"I don't think I'm as big a boy 
as Grandma thinks." 

50-202'95·\ 

{jV7 ~ / 9g~ (Staff photo by Bobbie Black ) 

have over 40 years of service . A parad e will 

be held at 7 p .m . tonight, followed by a dance 

to be held at the Berlin VFW. Other f ife and 

drum corps to be attending today's festivi t ies 

are from Washington, D.C., Indian Head , M d. , 

Clintonville , W. Va., and Greensburg. 


THE FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane 

\\Daddy's washing the grass." 



60TH REUNION OF THE CLASS OF 1954 AT BERLIN 
BROTHERSVALLEY HIGH SCHOOL! 


PHOTO LOANED BY WILLIAM KELLER FOR COPYING PURPOSES! 


We appreciate our many 
volunteers and the many things 
they do to keep everything 
running smoothly at BAHS. We 
also appreciate the volunteers 
who organIze, edit, and 

contribute items to each new 
edition of our Memos. We 
receive many good compliments 
about the Memos! 

David R. Hay, Curator 


