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DANIEL BRANT AND RICHARD BRANT 
THEIR 1966 MINNEAPOLIS-MOLINE 



A HISTORY OF SHANKSVILLE 

BY LEE L. LOWRY AND MARV KATHRYN FOY 

THIRD DRAFT - MARCH 2020 

The Berlin Area Historical Society has been the recipient of a wealth 
of interesting history on the community of Shanksville - established 
in 1803 - in the form of a 22 page text accompanied in booklet form 

by three large drawings of the community made from a 1912 photo, a 1900-1950 
view; and a 1900-1950 aerial photo ( drawn to scale) by Lee L. Lowry. The history 
- a work still in progress - has been put together by Lee L. Lowry and Mary 
Katheryn Foy. The copy presented to us is Draft #3 with the promise that it will be 
replaced with more complete ones, as they are completed. 

Lee explained in a letter accompanying the document that it is not yet a 
completed work. It needs more research, other persons input, and additional 
documentation. It has been placed in BAHS files for the public to use for research. 
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WORDS OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FROM LEE LOWRY 

believe I must, at age 80, get my Shanksville experiences on paper for future ''f generations to reference as source material. As a kid in town in the 1940's and a 
newspaper boy in the middle 50's, I saw most of town twice a day and regularly spoke 
to many people in their homes while collecting the cost of newspaper delivery. More 

recently I have written some articles about our town and found some resource information sources. 
Most importantly this work could not exist were it not for the valuable input from the following 
people: John Fox, Clyde Custer, Dalton Foy, and Mary Katherine Foy. 

This manuscript is a property by property, building by building history of Shanksville. I 
have and will continue to use the help and information from other community people to compile 
as much detail of the people, businesses, and family ' s histories as we can find or recall. At present 
the three primary dates focused upon are: 1869-70; 1900; and the 1939 thru early '50s. Hopefully 
the 1940-S0's will be detailed even more by those of us who are still standing, who can fill in the 
town as we knew it." 

The composition is available at BAHS for research purposes. A thank you has been issued 
to Lee L. Lowry in appreciation for this valuable composition! Tue pictures that accompany this 
report were taken April 18, 2020 by David R. Hay. The information printed with the pictures has 
been taken from the Shanksville history manuscript. 

A 2020 VIEW LOOKING UP GINGER HILL IN SHANKSVILLE! 



1940's RESIDENCE OF CHARLES L. AND KATHRYN L. 
(HEINEMEYER) BALTZER - 740 MAIN STREET 

CHARLES WAS A HOUSE PAINTER! 
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RAY H. AND DOROTHY (MILLER) GLESSNER - 1230 MAIN STREET 
RAY WAS A LONG-TIME BARBER IN SHANKSVILLE WITH AN ADDITION BUILT ON TO 

ms HOME FOR ms SHOP. A SECOND AND TIDRD FLOOR APARTMENT WERE 
OCCUPIED BY THE FAMILY OF FRED FOSTER "FRITZ" AND HAZEL ZEIGLER. 



THE FORMER CHARLES H. ROSS AND JOHN DEANER RESIDENCE 
510 BRIDGE STREET - SHANKSVILLE 

Likely built by Charles H. Ross after becoming involved in the Ross Undertaking Establishment. Later 
residence of Charles' daughter and son-in-law, Frances (Ross) and John Deaner, where they continued 

involvement in the undertaking establishment. After the family moved to Stoystown, this home was owned by 
John and Marguerite (Miller) Lauer. 

REAR 510 BRIDGE STREET. BUILT BY CHARLES ROSS FOR CASKET STORAGEAND 
EMBALMING FACILITIES! 
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NEW BALTIMORE 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 


